44o                           ST PETER FOURIER                       [DEc, 9

enthusiastic young admirer, Henry Walpole, who took the sanguine touch
as a call from God to glorify Him by a similar life and death!l

[The standard biography of the Blessed Edmund Campion, is that
entitled: Edmund Campion: A Biography> by Richard Simpson.
The author who was an M.A. of Oriel College, Oxford, and
sometime Vicar of Mitcham, Surrey, became a Catholic,
1845, ^e same 7ear as Newman. He was noted for his
incisive style and " liberal " views. Died at the Villa Sciarra,
Rome, 5th April, 1876. Foley: Records, S.J.]
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FOURIER, ST PETER
(1565-1640)
IN 1572 Duke Charles III of Lorraine with the canonical aid and blessing
of Gregory XIII, founded a University at Pont-a-Mousson chiefly to
defend the Catholic Faith against the propaganda of the neighbouring
Huguenot faction, and when a Seminary was added to the place in 1581,
Mary Stuart, though then a close prisoner at Sheffield Castle, supplied some
bursaries for the benefit of Scottish students. Among the early members
of the University was a remarkable boy of the superior peasant class,
Peter Fourier, born at Mirecourt, diocese of Toul, 3Oth November, 1565.
He entered the College in 1579,^ and showed such aptitude for Latin, the
great study of the day, that before long he knew the orations of Cicero
almost by heart, while as to Greek, despite the awfully forbidding grammars
and methods of the period, he spoke it like his native tongue! Though
his fellow students were most of them anything but edifying, Peter avoided
the seductions and vices the Renaissance had made so common, and so
kept himself " unspotted from the world/1 Meanwhile his father, a well-
to-do farmer, was ennobled in 1591 by the Grand-Duchess of Tuscany,
daughter of Duke Charles, but Peter by this time had long before this
decided on a religious career. In fact at the age of twenty, he entered the
Canons-Regular of St Augustine at Chamouzey, but the members might
well have been called the Canons Irregular! The rule was badly observed,
idleness was rife, and hunting and gambling the common diversions of
almost every day! On the 24th of June, 1589, Canon Fourier was
ordained priest at Trfcves. Meantime, he had studied hard notwithstanding
the relaxation all round, acquiring a very competent knowledge of divinity
and Canon law and was soon reported to know the Summa of St Thomas by
1 Sec under April 7.